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Abstract

While discussions over the fate of the Appellate Body are ongoing in Geneva and in capitals around
the world, less attention has been paid to what will happen once the Appellate Body has exhausted
its ability to adjudicate the ongoing cases as of 10 December 2019.

The presentation will outline two options that WTO Members will confront in this new age of trade
dispute settlement. First, a return to dispute settlement with characteristics between the existing
panel system and adjudication in the GATT era. Second, the potential rise of dispute settlement
under what one may call The New Plurilateralism: Plurilateral Trade Agreements such as the
CPTPP and RCEP. Both options evince significant and consequential differences from the existing
system. There is little evidence that the Members have adequately prepared for either scenarios.
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